
No. Footnotes

GNR2A-L Long-form (2A-L) global non-response rate (GNR). The GNR is used as an indicator of data quality.

1 For data on the population by single years of age, refer to the table titled 'Age (in single years) and average age' in the census data tables. 

 
95 The median age is an age 'x', such that exactly one half of the population is older than 'x' and the other half is younger than 'x'. 

 
127  'Citizenship' refers to the country where the person has citizenship. A person may have more than one citizenship. A person may be stateless, that is, they may 

have no citizenship. Citizenship can be by birth or naturalization. 

 

For more information on citizenship variables, including information on their classifications, the questions from which they are derived, data quality and their 

comparability with other sources of data, please refer to the Place of Birth, Generation Status, Citizenship and Immigration Reference Guide, Census of 

Population, 2016. 

 
128  'Canadian citizens' includes persons who are citizens of Canada only and persons who are citizens of Canada and at least one other country. 

 
131  'Not Canadian citizens' includes persons who are not citizens of Canada. They may be citizens of one or more other countries. Persons who are stateless are 

included in this category. 

 142 Immigrant status refers to whether the person is a non-immigrant, an immigrant or a non-permanent resident. 

 

Period of immigration refers to the period in which the immigrant first obtained landed immigrant or permanent resident status. 

 

For more information on immigration variables, including information on their classifications, the questions from which they are derived, data quality and their 

comparability with other sources of data, please refer to the Place of Birth, Generation Status, Citizenship and Immigration Reference Guide, Census of 

Population, 2016. 

 143  'Non-immigrants' includes persons who are Canadian citizens by birth. 

 
144  'Immigrants' includes persons who are, or who have ever been, landed immigrants or permanent residents. Such persons have been granted the right to live in 

Canada permanently by immigration authorities. Immigrants who have obtained Canadian citizenship by naturalization are included in this category. In the 

2016 Census of Population, 'Immigrants' includes immigrants who landed in Canada on or prior to May 10, 2016. 

 
151 Includes immigrants who landed in Canada on or prior to May 10, 2016. 

 
152  'Non-permanent residents' includes persons from another country who have a work or study permit or who are refugee claimants, and their family members 

sharing the same permit and living in Canada with them. 

 175 Age at immigration refers to the age at which an immigrant first obtained landed immigrant or permanent resident status. 

 

See Footnotes No. 142 and No. 144

193 The places of birth selected are the most frequently reported by immigrants at the Canada level. 

 

'Place of birth' refers to the name of the geographic location where the person was born. The geographic location is specified according to geographic 

boundaries current at the time of data collection, not the geographic boundaries at the time of birth. 

 

In the 2016 Census of Population, the geographic location refers to the name of the province, territory or country in which the person was born. It refers to a 

province or territory if the person was born in Canada. It refers to a country if the person was born outside Canada. 

 

See Footnotes No. 142 and No. 144

252 The category 'Oceania and other' includes places of birth in Oceania and responses not included elsewhere, such as 'born at sea.' 

 
373  'Recent immigrant' refers to an immigrant who first obtained his or her landed immigrant or permanent resident status between January 1, 2011 and May 10, 

2016. 

 

See  Footnotes No. 142 and No. 193

431 The category 'Oceania and other' includes places of birth in Oceania and responses not included elsewhere, such as 'born at sea.' 

 
556 Generation status refers to whether or not the person or the person's parents were born in Canada. 

 

For more information on generation status variables, including information on their classifications, the questions from which they are derived, data quality and 

their comparability with other sources of data, please refer to the Place of Birth, Generation Status, Citizenship and Immigration Reference Guide, Census of 

Population, 2016. 

 557  'First generation' includes persons who were born outside Canada. For the most part, these are people who are now, or once were, immigrants to Canada. 

 
558  'Second generation' includes persons who were born in Canada and had at least one parent born outside Canada. For the most part, these are the children of 

immigrants. 

 559  'Third generation or more' includes persons who were born in Canada with both parents born in Canada. 

 
568  'Admission category' refers to the name of the immigration program or group of programs under which an immigrant has been granted for the first time the 

right to live in Canada permanently by immigration authorities. 

 

'Applicant type' refers to whether an immigrant was identified as the principal applicant, the spouse or the dependant on the application for permanent 

residence. 

 

See Footnotes No. 142 and No. 144 

569  'Economic immigrants' includes immigrants who have been selected for their ability to contribute to Canada's economy through their ability to meet labour 

market needs, to own and manage or to build a business, to make a substantial investment, to create their own employment or to meet specific provincial or 

territorial labour market needs. 

 



570  'Principal applicants' includes immigrants who were identified as the principal applicant on the application for permanent residence. 

 
571  'Secondary applicants' includes immigrants who were identified as the married spouse, the common-law or conjugal partner or the dependant of the principal 

applicant on the application for permanent residence. 

 572  'Immigrants sponsored by family' includes immigrants who were sponsored by a Canadian citizen or permanent resident and were granted permanent resident 

status on the basis of their relationship either as the spouse, partner, parent, grand-parent, child or other relative of this sponsor. The terms 'family class' or 

'family reunification' are sometimes used to refer to this category. 

 
573  'Refugees' includes immigrants who were granted permanent resident status on the basis of a well-founded fear of returning to their home country. This 

category includes persons who had a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in particular social group or for 

political opinion (Geneva Convention refugees) as well as persons who had been seriously and personally affected by civil war or armed conflict, or have 

suffered a massive violation of human rights. Some refugees were in Canada when they applied for refugee protection for themselves and their family 

members (either with them in Canada or abroad). Others were abroad and were referred for resettlement to Canada by the United Nations Refugee Agency, 

another designated referral organization or private sponsors. 

 574  'Other immigrants' includes immigrants who were granted permanent resident status under a program that does not fall under the economic immigrants, the 

immigrants sponsored by family or the refugee categories. 

 589 Aboriginal identity refers to whether the person identified with the Aboriginal peoples of Canada. This includes those who are First Nations (North American 

Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit) and/or those who are Registered or Treaty Indians (that is, registered under the Indian Act of Canada) and/or those who have 

membership in a First Nation or Indian band. Aboriginal peoples of Canada are defined in the Constitution Act, 1982, section 35 (2) as including the Indian, Inuit 

and Métis peoples of Canada. 

 

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves 

and Indian settlements in the 2016 Census of Population. For more information on Aboriginal variables, including information on their classifications, the 

questions from which they are derived, data quality and their comparability with other sources of data, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census 

of Population, 2016 and the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016. 

 590 See Footnote No. 589

 591  'Single Aboriginal responses' includes persons who are in only one Aboriginal group, that is First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit). 

 
592 Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves 

and Indian settlements in the 2016 Census of Population. For additional information, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population, 

2016. 

 
595  'Multiple Aboriginal responses' includes persons who are any two or all three of the following: First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit). 

 
596  'Aboriginal responses not included elsewhere' includes persons who are not First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit) but who have 

Registered or Treaty Indian status and/or Membership in a First Nation or Indian band. 

 616 Registered or Treaty Indian status refers to whether or not a person is a Registered or Treaty Indian. Registered Indians are persons who are registered under 

the Indian Act of Canada. Treaty Indians are persons who belong to a First Nation or Indian band that signed a treaty with the Crown. Registered or Treaty 

Indians are sometimes also called Status Indians. 

 See  Footnote No. 589

691 Visible minority refers to whether a person belongs to a visible minority group as defined by the Employment Equity Act and, if so, the visible minority group to 

which the person belongs. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as "persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or 

non-white in colour." The visible minority population consists mainly of the following groups: South Asian, Chinese, Black, Filipino, Latin American, Arab, 

Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean and Japanese. 

For more information on the Visible minority variable, including information on its classification, the questions from which it is derived, data quality and its 

comparability with other sources of data, please refer to the Visible Minority and Population Group Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016. 

 692 The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as 'persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.' 

 
693 For example, 'East Indian,' 'Pakistani,' 'Sri Lankan', etc. 

 
699 For example, 'Vietnamese,' 'Cambodian,' 'Laotian,' 'Thai,' etc. 

 
700 For example, 'Afghan,' 'Iranian,' etc. 

 
703 The abbreviation 'n.i.e.' means 'not included elsewhere.' Includes persons with a write-in response such as 'Guyanese,' 'West Indian,' 'Tibetan,' 'Polynesian,' 

'Pacific Islander,' etc. 

 704 Includes persons who gave more than one visible minority group by checking two or more mark-in responses, e.g., 'Black' and 'South Asian.' 

 
705 Includes persons who reported 'Yes' to the Aboriginal group question (Question 18), as well as persons who were not considered to be members of a visible 

minority group. 

 736 This is a total population estimate. The sum of the ethnic groups in this table is greater than the total population estimate because a person may report more 

than one ethnic origin in the census. 

 

'Ethnic origin' refers to the ethnic or cultural origins of the person's ancestors. An ancestor is usually more distant than a grandparent. For additional 

information on the collection and dissemination of ethnic origin data, refer to the Ethnic Origin Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016. 



1612 Total income - The sum of certain incomes (in cash and, in some circumstances, in kind) of the statistical unit during a specified reference period. The 

components used to calculate total income vary between: 

 

- statistical units of social statistical programs such as persons, private households, census families and economic families; 

- statistical units of business statistical programs such as enterprises, companies, establishments and locations; 

- statistical units of farm statistical programs such as farm operator and farm family. 

 

In the context of persons, total income refers to receipts from certain sources, before income taxes and deductions, during a specified reference period. 

 

In the context of census families, total income refers to receipts from certain sources of all of its family members, before income taxes and deductions, during a 

specified reference period. 

 

In the context of economic families, total income refers to receipts from certain sources of all of its family members, before income taxes and deductions, 

during a specified reference period. 

 

In the context of households, total income refers to receipts from certain sources of all household members, before income taxes and deductions, during a 

specified reference period. 

 

The monetary receipts included are those that tend to be of a regular and recurring nature. Receipts that are included as income are: 

 

- employment income from wages, salaries, tips, commissions and net income from self-employment (for both unincorporated farm and non-farm activities); 

- income from investment sources, such as dividends and interest on bonds, accounts, guaranteed investment certificates (GICs) and mutual funds; 

- income from employer and personal pension sources, such as private pensions and payments from annuities and registered retirement income funds (RRIFs); 

- other regular cash income, such as child support payments received, spousal support payments (alimony) received and scholarships; 

- income from government sources, such as social assistance, child benefits, Employment Insurance benefits, Old Age Security benefits, Canada Pension Plan 

and Québec Pension Plan benefits and disability income. 

 
Receipts excluded from this income definition are:

- one-time receipts, such as lottery winnings, gambling winnings, cash inheritances, lump-sum insurance settlements and tax-free savings account (TFSA) or 

registered retirement savings plan (RRSP) withdrawals;

- capital gains because they are not by their nature regular and recurring. It is further assumed that they are more relevant to the concept of wealth than the 

concept of income;

- employers' contributions to registered pension plans, Canada Pension Plan, Québec Pension Plan and Employment Insurance;

- voluntary inter-household transfers, imputed rent, goods and services produced for barter and goods produced for own consumption.

After-tax income - Total income less income taxes of the statistical unit during a specified reference period. Income taxes refers to the sum of federal income 

taxes, provincial and territorial income taxes, less abatement where applicable. Provincial and territorial income taxes include health care premiums in certain 

jurisdictions. Abatement reduces the federal income taxes payable by persons residing in Quebec or in certain self-governing Yukon First Nation settlement 

lands.

For the 2016 Census, the reference period is the calendar year 2015 for all income variables.

Average income - Average income of a specified group is calculated by dividing the aggregate income of that group by the number of units in that group. 

Average incomes of households are calculated for all units, whether or not they had income.

Median income - The median income of a specified group is the amount that divides the income distribution of that group into two halves, i.e., the incomes of 

half of the units in that group are below the median, while those of the other half are above the median. Median incomes of individuals are calculated for those 

with income (positive or negative).

1627 See Footnote No. 1612

1648 See Footnote No. 1612

 1668 Tenure - Refers to whether the household owns or rents their private dwelling. The private dwelling may be situated on rented or leased land or be part of a 

condominium. A household is considered to own their dwelling if some member of the household owns the dwelling even if it is not fully paid for, for example if 

there is a mortgage or some other claim on it. A household is considered to rent their dwelling if no member of the household owns the dwelling. A household 

is considered to rent that dwelling even if the dwelling is provided without cash rent or at a reduced rent, or if the dwelling is part of a cooperative. 

 

For historical and statutory reasons, shelter occupancy on Indian reserves or settlements does not lend itself to the usual classification by standard tenure 

categories. Therefore, a special category, band housing, has been created and is included in the classification of tenure. 

 
1672  Condominium status - Refers to whether the private dwelling is part of a condominium development. A condominium is a residential complex in which 

dwellings are owned individually while land and common elements are held in joint ownership with others. 

 1691 Housing suitability - Refers to whether a private household is living in suitable accommodations according to the National Occupancy Standard (NOS); that is, 

whether the dwelling has enough bedrooms for the size and composition of the household. A household is deemed to be living in suitable accommodations if 

its dwelling has enough bedrooms, as calculated using the NOS. 

 

Housing suitability and the National Occupancy Standard (NOS) on which it is based were developed by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 

through consultations with provincial housing agencies. 

 



1694 Period of construction - Refers to the period in time during which the building or dwelling was originally constructed. This refers to the period in which the 

building was completed, not the time of any later remodelling, additions or conversions. 

 
1701 Includes data up to May 10, 2016. 

 
1702 Dwelling condition - Refers to whether the dwelling is in need of repairs. This does not include desirable remodelling or additions. 

 
1728 Economic family structure - The combination of relatives that comprise a family. Classification on this variable considers the presence or absence of: married 

spouses or common-law partners; children; and other relatives. For more information, refer to the variable "economic family structure," Dictionary, Census of 

Population, 2016

See  Footnote No. 1612

1752 Shelter-cost-to-income ratio - Refers to the proportion of average total income of household which is spent on shelter costs. 

 

Shelter-cost-to-income ratio is calculated for private households living in owned or rented dwellings who reported a total household income greater than zero. 

Private households living in band housing, located on an agricultural operation that is operated by a member of the household, and households who reported a 

zero or negative total household income are excluded. 

 

The relatively high shelter costs to household income ratios for some households may have resulted from the difference in the reference period for shelter 

costs and household total income data. The reference period for shelter cost data is 2016, while household total income is reported for the year 2015. As well, 

for some households, the 2015 household total income may represent income for only part of a year. 

 

For more information on household total income or shelter costs, refer to the Census Dictionary: Total income and Shelter cost. 

 
1757 Presence of mortgage payments - Refers to whether an owner household makes regular mortgage or loan payments for their dwelling. 

 
1758 See Footnote No. 1752

 1759 Shelter cost refers to the average monthly total of all shelter expenses paid by households that own or rent their dwelling. 

 

Shelter costs for owner households include, where applicable, mortgage payments, property taxes and condominium fees, along with the costs of electricity, 

heat, water and other municipal services. For renter households, shelter costs include, where applicable, the rent and the costs of electricity, heat, water and 

other municipal services. 

1760 See Footnote No. 1759

 
1761 Value (owner estimated) of private dwelling - Refers to the dollar amount expected by the owner if the asset were to be sold. 

 

In the context of dwelling, it refers to the value of the entire dwelling, including the value of the land it is on and of any other structure, such as a garage, which 

is on the property. If the dwelling is located in a building which contains several dwellings, or a combination of residential and business premises, all of which 

the household owns, the value is estimated as a portion of the market value that applies only to the dwelling in which the household resides. 

1762 See Footnote No. 1761

 
1764 Subsidized housing - Refers to whether the dwelling is subsidized. Subsidized housing includes rent geared to income, social housing, public housing, 

government-assisted housing, non-profit housing, rent supplements and housing allowances. 

 1765 See Footnote No. 1752

 
1766 See Footnote No. 1759

 
1767 See Footnote No. 1759

1768 Highest certificate, diploma or degree is the classification used in the census to measure the broader concept of 'Educational attainment.' 

 

This variable refers to the highest level of education that a person has successfully completed and is derived from the educational qualifications questions, 

which asked for all certificates, diplomas and degrees to be reported. 

 

The general hierarchy used in deriving this variable (high school, trades, college, university) is loosely tied to the 'in-class' duration of the various types of 

education. At the detailed level, someone who has completed one type of certificate, diploma or degree will not necessarily have completed the credentials 

listed below it in the hierarchy. For example, a person with an apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma may not have completed a high school certificate 

or diploma, nor does an individual with a 'master's degree' necessarily have a 'certificate or diploma above bachelor level.' Although the hierarchy may not fit 

all programs perfectly, it gives a general measure of educational attainment. 

 

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households. 

 

Users are advised to consult data quality comments for 'Highest certificate, diploma or degree', available in the Education Reference Guide, Census of 

Population, 2016, Catalogue no. 98-500-X2016013. 

 1770  'Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalency certificate' includes only people who have this as their highest educational qualification. It excludes persons 

with a postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree. 

 



1858  'Field of study' refers to the discipline or area of learning/training associated with a particular course or programme of study. 

 

This variable refers to the predominant discipline or area of learning or training of a person's highest completed postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree, 

classified according to the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2016. 

 

This 'Major field of study' variable can be used either independently or in conjunction with the 'Highest certificate, diploma or degree' variable. When the latter 

is used with 'Major field of study,' it should be noted that different fields of study will be more common for different types of postsecondary qualifications. At 

the detailed program level, some programs are only offered by certain types of institutions. 

 

There was an explicit instruction in the questionnaire which instructed respondents to be as specific as possible in indicating a subfield or subcategory of 

specialization within a broad discipline or area of training. 

 

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households. 

 

This variable shows the 'Variant of CIP 2016 - Alternative primary groupings' CIP variant, with the hierarchy of the primary groupings and two-digit series. When 

a primary grouping contains more than one subseries from series '30. Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies,' these subseries are grouped together. An 

exception is made for '30.01 Biological and physical sciences' due to its large size. For more information on the CIP classification, see the Classification of 

Instructional Programs, Canada 2016: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/concepts/classification. 

 

For information on collection, classification and data quality for this variable, refer to the Education Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016, Catalogue no. 

98-500-X2016013. 

 

Certain series and their subcomponents are not used when coding major field of study for the census. These are series 21, 32 to 37 and 53, which represent non-

credit and personal improvement fields of study. 

 
1859  'No postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree' includes persons who have not completed an apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma; a college, 

CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma; or a university certificate, diploma or degree. 

 1896 Footnote 1: 2272  'Location of study' refers to either: 

 

- the province, territory or country of the institution from which a person obtained a certificate, diploma or degree, or; 

 

- the province, territory or country of the institution that a person attended during a specified reference period, or for a specific level of education. 

 

In both cases, location of study refers to the location of the institution granting the certificate, diploma or degree, not the location of the person at the time he 

or she obtained the qualification or was attending the institution. The geographic location is specified according to boundaries current at the time the data are 

collected, not the boundaries at the time of study. 

 

This is a summary variable that indicates whether the 'Location of study' of the person's highest certificate, diploma or degree was the same province or 

territory where the person lived at the time of the 2016 Census of Population, a different Canadian province or territory, or outside Canada. This variable is 

derived from 'Location of study' and 'Province or territory of current residence.' It only applies to individuals who had completed a postsecondary certificate, 

diploma or degree. 

 

'Location of study outside Canada' may be further sub-classified using the Standard Classification of Countries and Areas of Interest (SCCAI). When using the 

SCCAI for this sub-classification, the class 'Canada' is not used. 

 

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households. 

 

For information on collection, classification and data quality for 'Location of study compared with province or territory of residence,' refer to the Education 

Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016, Catalogue no. 98-500-X2016013. 

 
2274  'Postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree' includes 'apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma,' 'college, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or 

diploma' and university certificates, diplomas and degrees. 

 2278 Refers to all locations of study outside Canada, including the six locations outside Canada most often reported at the national level. These will not necessarily 

be the top six countries for other geographies. 

 



5623 Market income - The sum of employment income (wages, salaries and commissions, net self-employment income from farm or non-farm unincorporated 

business and/or professional practice), investment income, private retirement income (retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities, including those 

from registered retirement savings plans [RRSPs] and registered retirement income funds [RRIFs]) and other money income from market sources during the 

reference period. It is equivalent to total income minus government transfers. It is also referred to as income before transfers and taxes.

Government transfers - All cash benefits received from federal, provincial, territorial or municipal governments during the reference period. It includes:

- Old Age Security pension, Guaranteed Income Supplement, Allowance or Allowance for the Survivor;

- retirement, disability and survivor benefits from Canada Pension Plan and Québec Pension Plan;

- benefits from Employment Insurance and Québec parental insurance plan;

- child benefits from federal and provincial programs;

- social assistance benefits;

- workers' compensation benefits;

- Working income tax benefit;

- Goods and services tax credit and harmonized sales tax credit;

- other income from government sources.

Employment income - All income received as wages, salaries and commissions from paid employment and net self-employment income from farm or non-farm 

unincorporated business and/or professional practice during the reference period. 

For the 2016 Census, the reference period is the calendar year 2015 for all income variables. 

 

Average incomes of individuals are calculated for those with income (positive or negative). 

See Footnote No. 1612 

5671 Composition of total income - The composition of the total income of a population group or a geographic area refers to the relative share of each income 

source or group of sources, expressed as a percentage of the aggregate total income of that group or area. 

 

For the 2016 Census, the reference period is the calendar year 2015 for all income variables. 

5672 See Footnote No. 5623

5673 See Footnote No. 5623

 
5674 See Footnote No. 5623

 
5683 See Footnote No. 1612

 
5734 See Footnote No. 1612

5782 See Footnote No. 5623

 
5833 See Footnote No. 1612

5834 Calculation includes persons not in economic families without income (with an income of zero). 

 
5887 Low-income status - The income situation of the statistical unit in relation to a specific low-income line in a reference year. Statistical units with income that is 

below the low-income line are considered to be in low income. 

 

For the 2016 Census, the reference period is the calendar year 2015 for all income variables. 

 

The low-income concepts are not applied in the territories and in certain areas based on census subdivision type (such as Indian reserves). The existence of 

substantial in-kind transfers (such as subsidized housing and First Nations band housing) and sizeable barter economies or consumption from own production 

(such as product from hunting, farming or fishing) could make the interpretation of low-income statistics more difficult in these situations. 

 

Low-income measure, after tax (LIM-AT) - The Low-income measure, after tax, refers to a fixed percentage (50%) of median-adjusted after-tax income of 

private households. The household after-tax income is adjusted by an equivalence scale to take economies of scale into account. This adjustment for different 

household sizes reflects the fact that a household's needs increase, but at a decreasing rate, as the number of members increases. 

 

Using data from the 2016 Census of Population, the line applicable to a household is defined as half the Canadian median of the adjusted household after-tax 

income multiplied by the square root of household size. The median is determined based on all persons in private households where low-income concepts are 

applicable. Thresholds for specific household sizes are presented in Table 4.2 Low-income measures thresholds (LIM-AT and LIM-BT) for private households of 

Canada, 2015, Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016. 

 

When the unadjusted after-tax income of household pertaining to a person falls below the threshold applicable to the person based on household size, the 

person is considered to be in low income according to LIM-AT. Since the LIM-AT threshold and household income are unique within each household, low-

income status based on LIM-AT can also be reported for households. 

 

Low-income cut-offs, after tax (LICO-AT) - The Low-income cut-offs, after tax refers to an income threshold, defined using 1992 expenditure data, below which 

economic families or persons not in economic families would likely have devoted a larger share of their after-tax income than average to the necessities of 

food, shelter and clothing. More specifically, the thresholds represented income levels at which these families or persons were expected to spend 20 

percentage points or more of their after-tax income than average on food, shelter and clothing. These thresholds have been adjusted to current dollars using 

the all-items Consumer Price Index (CPI). 



The LICO-AT has 35 cut-offs varying by seven family sizes and five different sizes of area of residence to account for economies of scale and potential 

differences in cost of living in communities of different sizes. These thresholds are presented in Table 4.3 Low-income cut-offs, after tax (LICO-AT - 1992 base) 

for economic families and persons not in economic families, 2015, Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016.

When the after-tax income of an economic family member or a person not in an economic family falls below the threshold applicable to the person, the person 

is considered to be in low income according to LICO-AT. Since the LICO-AT threshold and family income are unique within each economic family, low-income 

status based on LICO-AT can also be reported for economic families.

Prevalence of low income - The proportion or percentage of units whose income falls below a specified low-income line.

5962 See Footnote No. 5623

 
5963 Full-year full-time workers - Persons aged 15 years and over who worked mostly full time (30 hours or more per week) and full year (49 weeks and over per 

year) in 2015. For more information, see variable work activity in 2015, Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016. 

 
5964 See Footnote No. 1612

 
5965 See Footnote No. 1612

 
5974 Refers to whether a person aged 15 years and over was employed, unemployed or not in the labour force during the week of Sunday, May 1 to Saturday, May 

7, 2016. 

 

Early enumeration was conducted in remote, isolated parts of the provinces and territories. When enumeration has taken place before May 2016, the 

reference date used is the date on which the household was enumerated. 

 

In the past, this variable was called Labour force activity. 

5998 Refers to the number of weeks in which a person aged 15 years and over worked for pay or in self-employment in 2015 at all jobs held, even if only for a few 

hours, and whether these weeks were mostly full time (30 hours or more per week) or mostly part time (less than 30 hours per week). 

 5999 Includes persons aged 15 years and over who never worked, persons who worked prior to 2015 and persons who worked in 2016, but not in 2015. 

 
6001 Includes persons aged 15 years and over who worked full year (49 weeks and over) and mostly full time (30 hours or more per week) in 2015. 

 
6002 Includes persons aged 15 years and over who worked full year mostly part time or part year mostly full time or part year mostly part time in 2015. Part year is 

less than 49 weeks and part time is less than 30 hours per week. 

 6016 Class of worker refers to whether a person aged 15 years and over is an employee or is self-employed. 

 
6017 Includes unemployed persons aged 15 years and over who have never worked for pay or in self-employment, or who had last worked prior to January 1, 2015. 

 
6018 Includes the experienced labour force which refers to persons aged 15 years and over who, during the week of Sunday, May 1 to Saturday, May 7, 2016, were 

employed and the unemployed who had last worked for pay or in self-employment in either 2015 or 2016. 

 6020 Includes persons aged 15 years and over with or without an incorporated business with paid help or without paid help, as well as unpaid family workers. 

 
6031 Refers to the kind of work performed by persons aged 15 years and over as determined by their kind of work and the description of the main activities in their 

job. The occupation data are produced according to the NOC 2016. 

 6032 Includes unemployed persons aged 15 years and over who have never worked for pay or in self-employment, or who had last worked prior to January 1, 2015. 

 
6033 See Footnote No. 6018

 
6070 Refers to the general nature of the business carried out in the establishment where the person worked. The data are produced according to the NAICS 2012. 

 
6071 Includes unemployed persons aged 15 years and over who have never worked for pay or in self-employment or who last worked prior to January 1, 2015. 

 
6072 See Footnote No. 6018

 
6139 Classification of respondents according to whether they worked at home, worked outside Canada, had no fixed workplace address or worked at a specific 

address (usual place of work). 

 6169 The census assumes that the commute to work originates from the usual place of residence, but this may not always be the case. Sometimes, respondents may 

be on a business trip and may have reported their place of work or main mode of commuting based on where they were working during the trip. Some persons 

maintain a residence close to work and commute to their home on weekends. Students often work after school at a location near their school. As a result, the 

data may show unusual commutes or unusual main modes of commuting. 

 6190 Refers to the length of time, in minutes, usually required by a person to travel between his or her place of residence and his or her place of work. 

 
6229 Refers to the status of a person with regard to the place of residence on the reference day, May 10, 2016, in relation to the place of residence on the same date 

one year earlier at the provincial level. 

Persons who have not moved are referred to as non-movers and persons who have moved from one residence to another are referred to as movers. Movers 

include non-migrants and migrants. Non-migrants are persons who did move but remained in the same city, town, township, village or Indian reserve. Migrants 

include internal migrants, who moved to a different city, town, township, village or Indian reserve within Canada. External migrants include persons who lived 

outside Canada at the earlier reference date. 

 
6256 Refers to the status of a person with regard to the place of residence on the reference day, May 10, 2016, in relation to the place of residence on the same date 

five years earlier at the provincial level.

See Footnote No.6229

 


